Minutes of the Special Fimber Parish Council Meeting held in the
Village Hall at 7.30 pm to 8.10pm on Wednesday 16th December 2009.
PRESENT: I. Smith (Chairman), G. Thompson (vice-Chairman), P. Leese, 

J. Megginson, M. Walker.

APOLOGIES: R. Lambert, E. Lovatt
1. PRECEPT FOR FINANCIAL YEAR: 2010/2011.
The Precept was set at £900.00, being an increase of £50.00 on the previous two years.
Proposed: Cllr. Leese, Seconded: Cllr. Thompson.
2. VACANCY FOR PARISH COUNCILLOR.
The Chairman reported that the ERYC Returning Officer having received no request for an election in this case has authorised Fimber Parish Council to fill the vacancy left by May Patterson’s retirement by co-option. The process for co-option will be timed to conclude at the next formal meeting of the Parish Council on 27thJanuary 2010.


Action: Parish Clerk
3. ADOPTION OF TELEPHONE KIOSK.
The Chairman reported that ERYC Planning Department was opposed to this, the second round, of proposals by BT to have local communities adopt their telephone kiosk for £1, on the grounds that it will have a negative impact on, mainly, rural communities.
The Parish Council is advised to respond to BT’s offer, requesting that the existing telephony equipment is retained; adding that should this not be possible then the Parish Council would opt for the adoption scheme.
The Parish Council is also advised that no action is likely until after next year’s General Election.

4. BIOMASS POWER PLANT

Cllr. Leese gave the Parish Council an update on the latest activities of the Gameslack Consultative Group (GCG), in particular the Key Area ‘Landscape’. The GCG aims to have a submission ready to respond to the formal application which is expected imminently. Cllr. Leese assured the Parish Council that should the application be received over the Christmas holiday, then the deadline for a response would be extended by the ERYC Planners.

Fimber Parish Council is minded to ‘poll’ the views of the parish residents before making its own response to any formal application.

5. OTHER BUSINESS
Highways Issues

The Parish Council notes that there has been no response from ERYC Highways to its repeated concerns about the state of the B1248 at the County Boundary. 

Cllr. Walker reported that the gulleys on the B1251 opposite the Picnic Area have failed.

The Chairman agreed to contact Highways about both issues.
